ADDRESS BY MR. SHAUKAT TARIN, ADVISER
TO THE PRIME MINISTER FOR FINANCE, REVENUE,

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND STATISTICS
Excellency Mr. Hamid Karzai, President, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
Excellency Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great privilege for me to address the distinguished audience this morning. I wish you a very pleasant stay in our country. Your participation reflects the firm commitment by your countries and organizations to ensure stability and development in Afghanistan and the region. I would like to express my sincere appreciation in particular to the Afghan delegation, which includes several key Ministers and Deputy Ministers. This reflects Afghanistan’s major expectation of valuable outcome from the Islamabad Conference.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are tied with historical bonds, and share common understanding and continued goodwill on a wide range of regional and international issues. The common ideas and perception shared by us are the corner stone of our close and cordial relationship. Pakistan firmly believes that a strong, and politically stable and vibrant Afghanistan is imperative for the prosperity and well being of its people, neighbors and the world. With this understanding in mind, Pakistan is hosting the Islamabad Conference to reiterate its own commitment and to seek support from all stakeholders.
Ladies and Gentlemen, changing global economic trends demand closer regional interaction. These regional alliances undoubtedly strengthen economic relations, inter and intra regional trade and development. Although multilateral forums remain on the scene, yet we see proliferation of regional blocs that are offering much closer and deeper economic integration. The reasons are quite clear - geographical and regional proximities are far more relevant and mutually beneficial than remote and distant relations. The idea of Regional Cooperation Conference is based on the vision that the countries of our region must also contribute to the assistance programme in Afghanistan. Such cooperation is critical to ensure benchmarks set in  the London Compact and the Millennium Development Goals.
We are all aware that Afghanistan’s economic development and regional economic stability and cooperation can best be supported through practical and meaningful cooperation and specific projects and lasting mutual benefit to countries of the region.  On behalf of the Government of Pakistan, I would like to endorse the Afghan National Development Strategy and request all development partners and stakeholders to put the requirements of Afghanistan on priority. We also fully support the initiatives taken by EU and Canada along with other stakeholders during pre-RECCA meetings. All partners must develop synergies and harmonize the delivery of technical and development assistance in line with Afghan needs. Continuity of the process and  monitoring of outcomes and performance should be an inbuilt mechanism of the development strategy.
The breakout sessions on thematic areas are very crucial for devising strategy. We expect that the experts will sit together for detailed deliberations and come up with specific policy proposals and development projects. We look forward to not only long-term infrastructure projects but also short-term quick-impact proposals on social sector development.
Let me reiterate our commitment to the key initiatives in Transit and Trade, Energy and Infrastructure, Health, Mineral and Labour movement and HRD. Transit Trade is one critical area that will leverage the growth of trade and investment in the region. Pakistan fully recognizes the importance of new Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement. The negotiations on APTA will commence on the sideline of RECCA and we expect to finalize the agreement by the end of this year. For further improvement on transit trade, we envisage improvement in customs facilitation and modernize Torkhem and Chaman custom stations. Better border management is one of the important initiatives between Pakistan and Afghanistan. It will cater for illegal human trafficking, narcotics control and security across borders. I would like to inform this gathering that with the support of development partners, the Government of Pakistan has increased its efforts to address development and security issues in the Afghan-Pak boarder region. In addition to concrete anti-narcotics and anti-terror measures, a Development Plan has been formulated for the Federally Administered Tribal Areas and is being implemented. Economic development is a major factor for ensuring stability and security in the region.
We also expect landmark progress in energy and infrastructure sectors. Pakistan and Afghanistan are both energy deficient countries and look forward to early implementation of the CASA 1000 project and the proposal of import of gas from Turkmenistan. Construction of Torkhem-Jalaabad and Chaman-Khushka railway lines is another initiative, which will not only facilitate the transit trade of Afghanistan but also benefit other Central Asian States.
In Health sector we look forward to collaboration in control of communicable diseases, including polio, that is pervasive in both the countries. Training of Afghan professionals in medical field is one important proposal. Similarly, facilities in vocational training fields to Afghan nationals would provide Afghanistan the emergence of a skilled workforce, which is a prerequisite for promotion of investment.
Excellency, Alignment of policies in these areas is expected to lay a strong foundation for interactive economic growth and development of the region.

In recognition of the importance of regional business linkages, a Regional Business Conference is also scheduled today in Islamabad, with the participation of top business leaders from the region. The business component is being led by the Board of Investment, Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, in association with the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency. Discussions will focus on measures to enhance trade, business and investment opportunities in Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region. A number of commercial projects of regional relevance, which can act as a vehicle for private sector development, will be discussed in the business Conference.
Ladies and Gentlemen 

Achieving food security and reducing poverty are universal challenges. The global community is striving hard to meeting targets set under Millennium Development Goals to reduce hunger and poverty to half by 2015. Pakistan being member of the global community is committed to divert all possible efforts and resources to increase food production and ensure that people at large have access to food at affordable prices. We hope that the Islamabad Conference will highlight the importance of agriculture sector development leading to food security. Such an initiative is critical for solving the persistent problem of hunger and poverty in Afghanistan, Pakistan and the region.
Before concluding, I will add that for any initiative, a key to success is maintaining the momentum. There has been a great deal of discussion about regional cooperation; the priority now must be to identify practical areas where tangible progress can be made quickly.

Last but not least, I hope that this conference will be a great success and the ideas, recommendations shall be rigorously pursued and followed up with specific and carefully designed action plans. 
I am deeply grateful for your presence and contribution and thank you once again.
