DRAFT OF SPEECH TO BE DELIVERED BY THE PRIME MINISTER AT THE PLENARY SESSION OF PDF –

NOVEMBER 15, 2010

Bismillah hirrahman nirraheem. 

Excellencies, Honoured Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen! 

Assalam-o-alaikum! I extend a warm welcome to all of you for joining us at the Pakistan Development Forum.

 Pakistan deeply appreciates the support and warmth of friendly countries and our bilateral and multilateral partners who wish to support Pakistan’s struggle for economic growth and human development. The extreme difficulties that my people, the people of Pakistan, have faced over the last three years have tested us. They have tested our resolve as a nation. They have tested our courage. They have tested our determination. They have tested our resilience. 

We as a nation have faced these challenges! And by the grace of God, we have proven our resolve. We have proven our courage and our determination. We have proven our resilience. The violence and terrorism that Pakistan’s poor and innocent masses have had to face is being fought with exemplary courage by our citizens, our policeman, and our soldiers. The destruction of millions of Pakistanis’ lives and property, caused by the floods has been met through the benevolence of fellow Pakistanis, swift Government action and timely international humanitarian support.  I must give credit to our soldiers, the government servants and our NGOs for meeting the challenge of floods with devotion and diligence.   Above all, the people of Pakistan need to be congratulated for standing side-by-side with the flood affectees.

Pakistan has been able to meet the immediate challenges posed by the floods and by terrorism. Yet there are long term challenges that are daunting. Flood reconstruction will require billions in investment. Our institutions need to be reformed.  This would require many man-hours of time, effort and dedication.  We need to collect more revenues.  In order to do this, we require policy and tax administration reforms.  Above all, we need to promote growth.  We need to create employment opportunities for our people.  This would require innovation and creativity and risk-taking.  In an environment that has been badly damaged by floods, and badly shaken by frequent attacks by terrorists, our people must not lose hope. We want to give our people especially our youth, a message of hope. That is the only way to realize the potential we talk about when we speak of a demographic dividend. 

Yet some people want to take hope away.  They criticize the country in a manner which projects a completely negative image of Pakistan.  While we welcome criticism and dissent on the print and electronic media, we need to distinguish between criticism of a government and criticism of the country.  We are democrats and believe in freedom of speech.  For us all criticism leveled against the government stems from a citizen’s love for his country.  However, when such criticism envelops the nation then it is a cause of concern for all of us.  All Pakistanis love Pakistan!  We in government are also Pakistanis and we too love Pakistan.

Let me explain myself further!

Some people may tell a story of Pakistan that chooses to only look at our faults, and not at our achievements - a country which has all the weaknesses and no strengths.  

In many ways Pakistan is similar to most developing countries.  Like others, we have problems of governance.  Like many, we have issues of transparency and corruption.  Again, we do not invest enough in our social sectors.  But these are the common challenges in developing and many developed countries.   That is why we seek your assistance, your knowledge and expertise to help us in overcoming our challenges.

Sometimes it is asked, why doesn’t Pakistan help itself? Why doesn’t Pakistan do more? When will Pakistan begin to reform its institutions and reform its public sector? 

These are valid questions.  But let us appreciate what a democratic Pakistan has been able to do. Pakistan’s political parties, Pakistan’s provinces and Pakistan’s political system reached consensus on the Seventh National Finance Commission Award – something that could not be achieved in a long time.  

It is to the credit of Pakistan’s political system for having undertaken momentous constitutional reform through the promulgation of the 18th Amendment.  This is one of  the most revolutionary changes made to the Pakistani Constitution, and that too in a most transparent and democratic manner.    We have committed ourselves to a timeline to reduce ministries at the federal level as enshrined in the 18th amendment. Ten ministries will be reduced shortly.  The Council of Common Interests has been constituted and made fully functional.  This Council is the harbinger of harmony and accord between the centre and the provinces by providing equal representation to them on the Council.

The NFC Award and the 18th Amendment are core institutional reforms of my government.   But we are committed to do more!

We are now activating the public sector reform that is required under the 18th Amendment. This government, a people’s government, a democratic government—a government with flaws, but with no mark against its legitimacy—this government is handing over functions and resources to the rightful level of the provinces for making effective delivery of services to the people.  

Ladies and Gentlemen!

My government is firmly committed to the economic reform agenda which my Finance Minister, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh and our economic team would be presenting to you.  My government fully backs this agenda of reform and change to improve economic governance in the country.  Let me however say that when my government was challenged to raise domestic revenues, we initiated measures to address the issue structurally by introducing the Reformed GST in the Parliament.  When we were required to rationalize our expenditures, we committed to remove the general subsidies and replace these with targeted subsidies for the poor and vulnerable.  When we were confronted with the challenge of creating social safety nets we responded through a transparent and technology driven response via the Benazir Income Support Programme, rehabilitation of the Malakand IDPs and the Citizens’ Damage Compensation Programme.  Everywhere you look, you will find the fingerprints of the will of the Pakistani people on the ideas and policies that we pursue. 

I realize that we need to make innumerable improvements.  However, I can assure you that a reform programme is being pursued to achieve a better level of governance.  Please consider this as work in progress.  Kindly be patient with Pakistan.  We are a plural society trying to come to grips with our economic and social ethos.  We look towards you for understanding and support.  With each one of you by our side, we can tell the people of Pakistan that they are not alone in their quest for economic prosperity and stability. 

I wish to reiterate that Pakistan is a large country, a country of more than 180 million people, a country with remarkable diversity. Therefore, change would not come because of donor support to a few programmes.  Your support and commitment is required over a much longer period, during which we can channelise your assistance towards institutional and structural reforms.  

Ladies and Gentlemen!

The function of leadership in Pakistan, as indeed in all polities and economies, is to lead people through painful yet fundamental reforms.  My government is committed to this function of leadership.  We are prepared to take political risks for providing the necessary leadership to our people.  We have demonstrated our will to take unpopular decisions.  However, our resolve to lead our people to a glorious tomorrow is unflinching.  While we tread this difficult road, we need your long term, consistent support in helping us support our institutions, our systems, so together we can continue on a journey which would make Pakistan, and its people, realize their full potential.
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