

Welcome Address by Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar,

Minister of State for Finance and Economic Affairs.
On the Occasion of the Third Regional Economic
Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan
His Excellency President of Afghanistan Mr. Hamid Karzai

Honorable Prime Minister Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Government and the people of Pakistan welcome all the participants on the occasion of the Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The Government of Pakistan feels honored on hosting the Islamabad Conference. We want to thank distinguished delegates, whose presence is a clear indication of an indistinguishable resolve to help promote development and stability in this region.
Excellencies,

The Islamabad Conference is a follow up to the first and second conferences held in Kabul and New Delhi. There is consensus among all stakeholders that the Islamabad Conference should be result oriented with tangible outcome. The delegates’ consideration and support on the thematic areas, agreed for this Conference, could augment the development efforts in Afghanistan in particular and the region as a whole. To flag the result-oriented outcome of the Islamabad Conference, its theme has been defined as: ‘Regional Cooperation in a Development Perspective’.
We have formatted this Conference to address major economic challenges confronting the region. The challenges that need to be addressed broadly by the distinguished delegates include poverty reduction, improvement of social and economic services, settlement of Afghan refugees, tackling unemployment, provision of infrastructure and promotion of inter and intra regional trade. To achieve these goals we have brought together the policy makers, professionals, development partners and the business community. The delegates need to reiterate their support to the continued efforts in Afghanistan for reconstruction and development, rehabilitation and capacity building. The Islamabad Conference should reemphasize the importance of cooperation with regional countries, which is critical for sustaining the economic development in Afghanistan. We are of the concerted view that sustained reconstruction, rehabilitation and development in Afghanistan is not possible without the regional cooperation. All of the regional countries, therefore, have to play a pivotal role and this is high time they reiterate and reinforce their commitment during this Conference. There is also need to assess outcome of the earlier two Conferences and taking stock of the achievements recorded so far.
Excellencies,

Let me share with you the format of the Conference. After inauguration, there will be a plenary session in which statements will be given by Heads of delegations for three minutes each. Followed by country statements will be two presentations by the Government of Afghanistan and UNAMA. After lunch break there will be six breakout sessions in addition to the Business Conference that will be concurrently held in Serena Hotel. One of the breakout sessions will be for the Heads of Delegations. This Session will discuss important issues on regional security and cooperation, agriculture and food and narcotics control. There will be five technical breakout sessions on Health, Minerals, Transit Trade, Energy and Infrastructure and Labour and HRD. All these technical sessions will discuss broad areas of cooperation and will come up with policy recommendations. At the end of the day, we expect the Conference to approve specific projects for funding by the development partners. These projects will be country specific or joint projects aiming to augment the development efforts in Afghanistan. We also look forward the Islamabad Conference to approve an institutional mechanism to help establish a monitoring system to follow-up the decisions taken in the Islamabad Conference. Such an Institutional arrangement will help us identify the constraints and an opportunity to the decision makers to address the issues that impede the implementation.
We trust that the Islamabad Conference brings hope, peace and stability to the region that is affecting the lives of millions living in hunger, despair and deprivation. Let us make this conference major step towards a better tomorrow for the people of Afghanistan.
In the end, I once again welcome all the distinguished guests. We shall make their stay in Islamabad most comfortable.
Thank You.

