THE THIRD REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION CONFERENCE 
ON AFGHANISTAN (RECCA) 

May 13-14, 2009, ISLAMABAD
 A BRIEFING NOTE
BACKGROUND

Regional co-operation is central to economic growth, poverty reduction, and political, economic and regional security. Increased horizontal integration opens avenues for focused opportunities and sharing of ideas and resources. In addition to the widespread poverty prevalence in the region, security issues are the major concern when one talks about regional cooperation in Central and South Asia. The geo-political and geo-strategic situation in the region offers added opportunities for regional cooperation as Afghanistan and Pakistan provide a strategic and socio-cultural connect to South Asia and Central Asia. Afghanistan can be the centerpiece for establishment of regional cooperation. The enhanced economic integration and the opportunity for greater connectivity demand key regional cooperation initiatives in areas such as cross-border infrastructure development, trade and investment, money and finance, and the provision of various regional public goods in the health and environment sectors. Hence, regional cooperation and integration have become mutually reinforcing and interactive.
In order to capitalize on the initiative of regional cooperation and to express its readiness for evolving a meaningful forum for regional cooperation, Afghanistan hosted the Good neighborly Relations Conference at Kabul in December 2002, which concluded with a historic “Kabul Declaration on Good Neighborly Relations”.   Afghanistan and its six neighbors reaffirmed their commitment to constructive and supportive bilateral relationship enshrined in the principles of territorial integrity, mutual respect, friendly relations, cooperation and non-interference in the internal affairs of each other. As a corollary to the Kabul Declaration, Afghanistan hosted the First Regional Economic Co-operation Conference on Afghanistan in 2005.The conference, attended by eleven regional countries, was a building block for an Afghan-led regional cooperation process. To formalize this process, it was decided that all the regional capitals would hold the Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan, one after the other. The second conference was hosted by New Delhi in November 2006. The Government of Pakistan is now hosting the 3rd Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan in Islamabad on 13-14 May 2009.
OBJECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE



The conference shall offer a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas among the political leadership, economic decision-makers, experts on development and cooperation and the international development partners. Broader objectives of the conference are:

· To establish that regional cooperation is vital for economic growth and poverty reduction, set goals and targets and identify avenues for their achievement through mutual cooperation.
· To establish and explore that such cooperation offers mechanism and institutional arrangements for ensuring peace, security and development in the region. 

· To urge the development partners to add their contribution in sustaining and strengthening development assistance for attainment of the above objectives
· To seek international community’s financial and technical assistance for building the human, natural and physical infrastructure of Afghanistan through rehabilitation and reconstruction process. More specific areas that need assistance include creating linkages and devising strategies for development of agriculture, education, energy resources, trade and transport between Afghanistan and other states in the region.
CONFERENCE THEMES
The overall Theme of the Islamabad Conference is: “Regional Cooperation in a Development Perspective”.

Islamabad Conference will focus on the following technical areas:

· Mining

· Energy and Infrastructure
· Health

· Labor movement and human resources development

· Overland trade and transit issues between countries and regions
The Conference would consider specific projects in the above fields. The portfolio of projects would include quick-impact social sector projects as well as long-term infrastructure projects benefitting Afghanistan and the bordering countries. Major bilateral development partners and international financial institutions are expected to come up with the proposals to arrange financing for these projects.
THE PROGRAMME


Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan is being held in Convention Centre, Islamabad. The Business Conference will be arranged in Serena Hotel, Islamabad. The draft Agenda of the Conference will be structured along with the following lines:

Day One

· Welcome Address by H.E. Ms. Hina Rubbani Khar, Minister of State for Finance and Economic Affairs Division, Pakistan
· Statement by H.E. Mr. Shaukat Tarin, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs and Statistics, Pakistan
· Address by H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of Afghanistan

· Address by H.E. Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, Prime Minister of Pakistan

· Statement by H.E. Mr. Rangin Dadfar Spanta, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Afghanistan

· Closing Statement by H.E. Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan

· Statement by Heads of delegation (3 minutes each)

· Presentations on Progress on Delhi Declaration and current status of Regional Development and Economic Development. 

· Head of Delegations discussion on areas of regional interest
· Breakup sessions on five technical working groups: Mining, Energy & Infrastructure, Health, Labour Movement & Human Resource Development and Overland Trade & Transit 

· Parallel session of the back-to-back Business Conference.
Day Two
· Presentation of recommendations by the Facilitators of:

i) Head of the delegations session
ii) Five Thematic Working Groups

iii) Business Conference
· Adoption of the Recommendations and the Islamabad Declaration.

· Conclusion
CONFERENCE METHODOLOGY


· Conference Program & Discussion Papers on all the five thematic areas will be available on the RECCA webpage and will be circulated to all the invitees in advance.
· Working Group sessions will offer opportunity for direct exchange of views on the discussion papers and presentations by the experts on five thematic areas.
· Facilitators will present a summary of the work carried out during the working group sessions.
· Proceedings of the Conference will be published and all presentations and conclusions will be posted on RECCA webpage.
· Languages: English with simultaneous translations in Dari, Persian and Russian languages during plenary sessions.
LIST OF INVITED COUNTRIES/ORGANIZATIONS


COUNTRIES

	Afghanistan
	Azerbaijan
	Canada
	China

	Czech Republic
	France
	Germany
	Iran

	India
	Italy
	Japan
	Kazakhstan

	Kirghizstan
	Pakistan
	Russia
	Saudi Arabia

	Sweden
	Tajikistan
	Turkey
	Turkmenistan

	United Arab Emirates
	United Kingdom
	United States of  America
	Uzbekistan


ORGANIZATIONS
	Asian Development Bank
	Aga Khan Dev Network
	Central Asia Regional      Economic Cooperation (CAREC)

	European Commission
	European union
	European Council

	Energy Corridor Treat (ECT)
	Islamic Development Bank
	International Monetary Fund

	Economic cooperation Organization (ECO)
	Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC)
	South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

	Shanghai  Cooperation Organization (SCO)
	United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
	United Nations Organization (UNO)

	World Bank
	World Trade Organization
	United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)


ORGANIZERS



Government of Pakistan, Economic Affairs Division, C-Block Pak Secretariat, Islamabad

Sohail Rehan, Joint Secretary Room No. 515, C-Block Pak Secretariat, Islamabad (Phone: 092 51 9205973  Fax: 092 51 9211822  E-mail: sohailrehan@hotmail.com)
