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Excellencies,dear colleagues, Ladies and gentlemen,
 

Letme first of all congratulate with the Government of Pakistan for havingorganized such an important event. 
 

This is the Third Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan Iattend. I can witness that this process is strengthening and gaining impetus.
 

In December last year, in La Celle St Cloud, we discussed withMinister Qureshi, Minister Spanta and Ambassador Kai Eide -who are here today-the crucial political importance of economic Cooperation in this region.
 

In that occasion I stressed the need to have concrete deliverablesin this Conference and to focus on concrete projects, in order to give a strongsignal of a pragmatic and result oriented approach, which would be a veryuseful confidence measure exercise.
 

We are confronted with the magnitude of challenges of economicregional cooperation in Central Asia (lackinginfrastructures; limited financial capacity etc.) 
 

To address this, Europe can offera successful experience or regional integration. As the history of the EuropeanCommunities shows, regional economic cooperation is also the result ofpolitical agreement and of the will to use the economy for greaterunderstanding and the pursuit of common good. The achievement of similarvisions for Central Asia, Afghanistanand its neighbours, at the end of this Conference, will be encouraged and strengthened.
 

Almostall the most important Conferences on Afghanistantook place in Europe: Bonn, London,Rome, Paris and,more recently, The Hague.
 

Politicsmust be the key to create economic opportunities, but also the tool to removeexisting obstacles. 
 

Opening borders, easing administrative procedures, facilitatingtransports and energy agreements is the basis of global economic growth in thispart of the World, in order to ensure a wider and more equitable distributionof wealth and business opportunities throughout the region, with positiveinternal outcomes everywhere. 
 

“Physicalinfrastructures” are crucial but also “institutional infrastructures” play adecisive role. We need to focus on “hardware” (infrastructures), but also on“software” (customs procedures, transit and trucking agreements, moretransparent and standardized regulations, etc.). 
 
We also need to pay a special attention to private sector, as anengine for development. 
 
We should stress, today, here in Islamabad, the Institutional,Economic and Regional dimension of security for this part of the world.
 
It is necessary to keep and regain momentum. 
 
The region should be more integrated and it is necessary to help Afghanistan tobecome more integrated in the region. This is crucial also in view of thechallenge Afghanistanwill face in 2009 and 2010.
 
It is a fact that the speed and sustainability of reconstructionof Afghanistan is in partdependent upon the economic reintegration of Afghanistan into the internationalcommunity. Reintegration, in turn, is dependent upon the capability to promote Afghanistan’strans-border linkages of communication, trade, transport, water, power andinvestment.
 
Increased regional economic cooperation is a key element of Afghanistan’sreconstruction strategy and international support. But even the broadestacknowledgement of the importance of a goal does not necessarily imply theinevitability of its success, unless we keep impetus and stay committed.
 
I wish to ensure you that in this difficult, butnecessary endeavour, you can, and should, always rely on Europe.
