Foreword

In today’s global world no country can live in isolation. For its development and prosperity, financial assistance in the form of loans, grants and technical assistance, is necessary. As such cooperation and collaboration among countries and with Multilateral and Bilateral institutions plays a pivotal role for economic growth and technological progress of any country.

Economic Affairs Division under the Rules of Business 1973 have been assigned the responsibility to negotiate with Multilateral and Bilateral donors to make the resources available in accordance with the requirements of Ministries at federal level and for provincial governments in the form of financial and technical assistance from these organizations.  

This handbook, compiled by a dedicated team of officers of EAD, provides an overview of the programming and negotiations for mobilizing external economic assistance for the Government of Pakistan and its constituent units during the year 2007-08. This comprehensive resource directory also provides information on the external debt management, credit to foreign countries, on-lending/re-lending of foreign loans to its federating units and monitoring of aid utilization. Bilateral collaboration in areas like trade, investment, finance and banking has also been underlined. 

This handbook provides an overview of the economic and technical cooperation with each development partner, region-wise. In addition, the volume offers useful support materials, including a series of appendices that include details on commitments of foreign economic assistance, an account of debt servicing during 2007-08, external debt and liabilities, biographical entries on key international Non-Governmental Organizations working in Pakistan and a glossary of acronyms.

This handbook has been prepared in pursuance of sub rule (2), Rule 25 of the Rules of Business, 1973 whereby each Division is required to prepare a Year Book for information of the Cabinet and general public.

I hope this handbook will be informative and a valuable resource for the readers.
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